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6 Audley Square London 12th Novr- 1834  

My dear Archdeacon  

I embrace the opportunity of submitting to you a MS Statement relative to Mr Wilton’s last visit to Port 
Stephens, which I thought it necessary to put into the hands of a very few of our mutual friends in New South 
Wales, in consequence of the ill-natured Report to which I have there alluded.  

If I had been so fortunate as to meet you in town, I should have been glad to have a little conversation with 
you on the subject which has caused me so much uneasiness. As it is I will only say that believing, as I do, the 
Church of England to be not only the purest and most scriptural on earth, but under the [end of page]  

the Providence of God the great support of all true religion in the world, it will afford me the most sincere 
pleasure to cooperate with you in any manner you wish in impressing upon the Government the necessity of 
doing something for the Church Establishment in the fearful country we have just left. I consider the present 
outcry against the Church of England as an iniquitous combination of Popery and Infidelity against all vital 
religion, and I shall esteem it a sacred and imperative duty to use every exertion of mine to set the matter in a 
proper light, as relates to the Colony of New South Wales.  

Believe me to remain, my dear Archdeacon Yours very faithfully and sincerely (Signed) W.E. Parry. [end of 
page]  

Statement.  

Finding to my surprise and regret that an idea has been entertained in Sydney that I had lately objected to the 
visit of a Clergyman of the Established Church to the Estate of the Australian Agricultural Company at Port 
Stephens – an idea so much at variance with the truth that I am sure it could never have been imbibed or 
conveyed by anyone correctly acquainted with the facts – I request the attention of my friends in new South 
Wales to the following Statement which I shall likewise transmit to Archdeacon Broughton on my arrival in 
England, as I have reason to believe that he quitted the Colony under a similar impression. As [end of page]  

As the impression to which I allude is intimately connected with my appointment of a Dissenting Minister to the 
situation of Chaplain to the Company, it will be necessary in the first place to point out the peculiar 
circumstances which determined me to adopt this latter measure.  

Among the duties which I undertook on assuming control of the Company’s Affairs in this Colony, there was 
none which in my estimation involved so deep a responsibility as that of promoting by all the means in my 
power the spiritual welfare of the people committed to my charge. About 600 souls had, for years, been left 
almost utterly destitute of spiritual or moral instruction. The Company’s Estate had never been visited by a 
clergyman except to ride over it as a Proprietor; and the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper had therefore never 
been administered. Between 60 and 70 children who were capable of receiving instruction, out of more than 
100 residing on the Estate, were without Schools, and consequently growing up in idleness ignorance and 
vice [end of page]  

vice. Profane swearing was not an uncommon practise among them, and they were entirely wanting in their 
duty to their parents, and in respect to their superiors. A great many of the Free, or Indented Servants had 
contracted the vile habits of runkenness so prevalent in this Colony, involving their wives in wretchedness and 
setting a dreadful example to their helpless children. Little or no attention was paid to the duties of the 
Sabbath.  The first time I performed divine service at Carrington, the congregation consisted almost entirely of 
prisoners, about one hundred in number who were mustered for the purpose. Out of more than twenty women 
( heads of families ) and at least sixty children, residing on the spot, not one female was present except my 
own servant; and not a single child! It was in this state that in January 1830 – I found the community over 
which I was called to preside – a nominally Christian people living almost entirely without God in the world. To 
[end of page]  

To reclaim this moral wilderness, so far as circumstances would permit, became the object of my earliest care. 
Previously to my leaving England, I had strongly urged the Directors of the Company to appoint a Clergyman 
of the Church of England expressly for their Estate, and I renewed the application soon after my arrival at Port 
Stephens. But many circumstances not altogether under the control of the Proprietors, have prevented the 
accomplishment of this desirable object. However no time was lost in remedying the evil so far as lay in our 
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power. The Place of Worship, a Carpenter’s Shop at Carrington was fitted up for the comfortable 
accommodation of the whole Community at that place, and Divine Service performed twice on the Sabbaths 
with a Sermon at each service. At Stroud the next principal Settlement, the same Regulation was soon 
afterwards adopted, and as strictly attended to; and subsequently at the third Station Booral. A Choir of 
Singers, with instruments, was instructed for [end of page]  

for each Place of Worship. Those at Carrington practised three evenings in the week at my house, and soon 
became very tolerable singers. The Church singing at Stroud (now the principal at Settlement) is very pretty. I 
have always found the men take a pride in this occupation, which has also had the good effect of keeping 
many of them out of mischief. By degrees almost everybody attended Divine Service.  The Congregation at 
Carrington frequently exceeded Two hundred and fifty persons including the children, who were accompanied 
to Church in the usual manner by the master and mistress; and it now became at least a matter of remark if 
the Heads of families did not attend. All kinds of work, riding, rowing or sailing in boats, and the carrying of 
wood and water by the Blacks, were strictly prohibited on the Sabbath, and we can now look back on our 
Sundays at Carrington as some of the most peaceful, and we hope some of the most profitable we have ever 
spent. At [end of page]  

At the request of some of the Indented Servants, a Meeting was also held at Carrington on Wednesday 
Evenings for prayer, and reading and expounding a portion of Scripture. These meetings at which I presided, 
and which were regularly attended by about thirty persons, have been continued to the present time, and we 
have reason to hope that they have been productive of much good – especially as having been the principal 
means of introducing several of the families the regular practise of family prayer. A School was almost 
immediately established at Carrington under a competent Master and Mistress and at one time there were 48 
children under instruction there. Soon afterwards a second School for about 20 children was established at 
Stroud, and a building erected for the purpose. These Schools have been continued to the present time, and 
an arrangement has lately been made for the tuition of the children at Booral, only six or seven in number; So 
that [end of page]  

that every child on the Company’s Estate may now receive the advantage of a plain scriptural education. The 
want of the Holy Scriptures, I may almost say the entire absence of the Sacred Volume among the lower 
classes on the Company’s Estate was one of the greatest evils which required to be remedied. By the 
Christian liberality of several Bible Societies in London, we were enabled to do this without delay. Several 
Grants were made to us for the purpose, and up to the present time not less than Six hundred Bibles and 
Testaments, and about the same number of Books of Common Prayer have been distributed on the Estate. 
We owe a similar obligation to our friends in England for liberal supplies of religious Tracts. Of these 
publications ( which next to the Bible I believe to be the most effectual instruments employed in the present 
day for promoting a knowledge of true Religion) a great number have been constantly distributed, and these, 
together with the Sacred Volume [end of page]  

Volume are now to be found in every Shepherds Hut. Bibles and Tracts were always received with eagerness, 
often with thankfulness, and we may hope sometimes with profit. A Lending Library was established at 
Carrington, and another at Stroud, which proves extremely useful. To those who have been accustomed to 
attend the well-being of the lower classes, it will scarcely be necessary to remark that the means thus 
employed would have failed of half their effect unless followed up by frequent visits to families in their own 
houses. It is of the utmost importance that such persons should see and feel that a real interest is taken in 
their welfare by those placed over them, and this can only be done by entering familiarly into their respective 
circumstances, administering to their domestic wants, and conveying to them the requisite admonition in their 
own houses. Accordingly Lady Parry and myself made a practise of frequently visiting [end of page]  

visiting the several families and the schools, reading to those who were sick, or who could not read 
themselves, and examining and instructing the children. Every opportunity was also embraced of impressing 
upon the Prisoners the necessity of attending to the things which belong to their everlasting peace, and an 
adult school was established for their instruction in the Evenings.  

Besides these occupations which demanded almost daily attention, the duties of baptizing infants, churching 
of women, visiting the Sick in the hospital and burying the dead devolved with few exceptions upon myself. It 
may be added that in all the duties of this kind which devolved upon Lady Parry and myself with little or no 
assistance from others, the difficulty was much increased by the distance (21 miles) at which we resided from 
Stroud, the next principal Settlement. To remedy this, I very frequently visited Stroud myself, and took my 
family up, once a year, chiefly for the purpose of being more among the [end of page]  

people, and visiting the families and School there. In April 1831 we had a friendly visit from the Revd. Mr Hill, 
when, for the first time on the Company’s Estate, Divine Service was performed by a Clergyman, and the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper administered. In June of the same year Archdeacon Broughton paid us a visit 
remaining one Sunday at Carrington and the following one at Stroud; and on his departure he very kindly 
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proposed to me, as the only means he had of affording us ministerial assistance, to send the Chaplain of 
Newcastle, the Revd. Mr Wilton to Carrington whenever there should be five Sundays in a month; that is 
sometimes four and sometimes five times in the year. His offer I thankfully accepted, and the arrangement 
was accordingly adopted. In August of the same year the Revd. Mr Yate was kind enough to spend one 
Sunday at Carrington. Thus up to the end of 1832, three years after my arrival at Port Stephens, the 
Company’s Estate has been visited eight times with the prospect of a similar visit on four or five Sundays, as 
the case might [end of page]  

might be in each succeeding year. Under the circumstances I have now endeavoured to explain, it will readily 
be believed that in proportion to the interest taken by Lady Parry and myself in the religious and moral 
improvement of the people at Port Stephens, was the anxiety we experienced when the fourth and last year 
(1833) of our intended stay in New South Wales arrived. We knew what the inevitable consequence must be if 
they were again left to themselves.   

It was evident that the improvement was only to be expected by the residence among them of a Minister 
whom they could look up to as their own, and whose attention in season and out of season should be devoted 
to their spiritual wants. It was at all events but too obvious that the quarterly Sabbath visits of a clergyman to 
one of the several stations were by no means sufficient to meet those wants. In those flying visits few and far 
between, the families were scarcely seen except at Church, much less were their individual circumstances and 
wants enquired into, the sick were never visited; that bond of union could not be formed between [end of page]  

between the minister and the people, without which we know that all admonition from the pulpit, even Sabbath 
after Sabbath, is little better than a lifeless form. In fact without intending any disrespect to the Reverend 
Gentleman entrusted with this unsatisfactory duty, which he always performed with punctuality and attention; it 
may be confidently said that except in the occasional administration of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
little good could, humanly speaking, be expected from so imperfect an arrangement. In April of last year 
(1833) the Revd. Mr Wilton obligingly assisted in the Ceremony of Laying the First Stone of a Chapel at 
Stroud, to be built at my private expense, as our legacy to those whom we were about to leave. This 
circumstance, perhaps, increased our desire for the appointment of a Resident Minister. The building rapidly 
advanced, but there seemed no probability of finding a person to fill the pulpit. The obstacles to the 
appointment of a Clergyman from home still remained the same; and we knew that the Archdeacon [end of 
page]  

Archdeacon could afford no further share of the very slender and inadequate means he possessds for 
maintaining the Established Church in the Colony. Another circumstance which added to our anxiety was that 
we were entirely ignorant who was likely to be my own Successor, upon whose character and exertions so 
much must necessarily depend as regarded the religious and moral welfare of the people. It was thus that 
matters stood, when in June 1833, I received from the Revd. Mr Price, a Minister of the Independent 
Communion at Sydney, with whose character and doctrines I had already some acquaintance, an offer to 
engage himself for one year at Port Stephens; Mr Price having been thrown out of the situation he held at 
Sydney by the arrival of another Minister appointed in England. This coincidence of circumstance which to 
some may appear to have been merely accidental certainly did seem, and still seems, to us a very providential 
one. I therefore made further enquiry, and consulted one or two friends acquainted with Mr Price, and in 
whose [end of page]  

judgement as well as piety I had great confidence, as to the expediency of engaging him in the Company’s 
Service. They agreed with me in thinking that under all the circumstances, I could not better consult the 
interests of our people than by confiding the charge to Mr Price. In writing on the 4th of July to Archdeacon 
Broughton to congratulate him on his return to this country from Van Dieman’s Land, I remarked that the 
prospect which now presented itself of leaving our little Flock without any spiritual instruction, I was disposed 
to accept an offer received from Mr Price. In the meantime I continued my enquiries, and, among other 
essential points, as to Mr Price’s willingness to conduct the several services according to the Forms of the 
Church of England. To all these he consented to confirm except in the Administration of the Sacrament of 
Baptism. In the latter point Mr Price’s scruples consisted in not admitting the doctrine of baptismal 
regeneration and in an objection to any Sponsors but the parents of the child. The Baptismal Service adopted 
by the Independents [end of page]  

commences with a brief lecture upon the origin and nature of this Sacred institution, as an admission into the 
Church of Christ. A minute and searching enquiry is next made of the Parents whether they truly believe in the 
fundamental doctrines of the Christian Religion, and are desirous and determined, by God’s assistance, to 
bring up their child now presented for baptism as Christ’s true disciple. A suitable and impressive prayer is 
then offered up; after which the child is reverently baptized with water by sprinkling, in the name of the father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Another prayer chiefly for the infant’s spiritual growth is then offered up, 
and the service is concluded with a solemn injunction to the Parents ever to bear in mind the fresh 
responsibility they have incurred in having another precious soul committed to their charge; as they shall 
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answer the same at the awful day of judgment. Whatever objection might be made by some to this baptismal 
Service, as a deviation from the Form and in some respects from the Doctrine of our Church I did not [end of 
page]  

not consider that Mr Price’s views on this point constituted, under all the circumstances, a valid objection to my 
engaging him. I knew that many Parents on the Estate would cheerfully adopt for their children the service he 
proposed. Those who preferred the Forms of the Church of England in their Sacrament might either take their 
children to Newcastle with which place I had constant communication, or I could apply for a clergyman to 
come over, if required. At all events we should in that respect be no worse under Mr Price’s Ministry, than we 
had been for years without any Minister at all; and as our Church declares Lay Baptism to be valid, I could 
lawfully baptize infants myself as I had done in the case of more than 20 in the first two years of my residence 
at Port Stephens. Upon these considerations I appointed Mr Price Chaplain to the Company for one year, his 
written Agreement stipulating that the Services of the Sabbath including the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
should be [end of page]  

be conducted in strict accordance with the Forms of the Church of England: that himself and Mrs Price should 
visit the Schools and the Families, and that all Religious Services should be regulated, as to time place [etc] 
by myself as Commissioner for the Company. On the 29th July, having received no answer to my 
communication of the 4th before alluded to I addressed to the Archdeacon, and to the Revd. Mr Wilton the 
following Letters  

Port Stephens. 29th July 1833 To The Venerable, The Archdeacon of New South Wales Sydney.  

My dear Sir In a Letter which I had the pleasure of writing to you a short time ago, to welcome Mrs Broughton 
and yourself on your return to N.S. Wales, I mentioned to you among other matters, that I was disposed to 
accept an Offer I had received from the Revd. Mr Price, a Minister of the Independent Communion at [end of 
page]  

Sydney to undertake the Ministerial Duties on the Company’s Estate. I now take the earliest opportunity of 
further informing you that being much pleased with Mr Price, during a visit which he has just paid us, at my 
suggestion, as well as quite satisfied with the testimony borne to his character by two or three other 
Clergymen, I have agreed to engage him as Chaplain to the Company for 12 Months. He is now embarking in 
the Lambton for Sydney to bring Mrs Price to Port Stephens and will immediately enter upon his Duties 
alternately at Carrington and Stroud. The various Services will continue to be conducted according to the 
Forms of the Established Church with the exception of the baptismal service; to which difference the people 
here, as well as ourselves, have no objection. As for Marriages, such events are rare at Port Stephens and 
when they occur it is easy for the parties to proceed to Newcastle for the purpose. I cannot help feeling 
sanguine that Mr Price and also [end of page]  

also his wife from what we hear about her, will be remarkably well suited to the little flock at Port Stephens, 
whom we shall probably soon leave. This arrangement will of course obviate the future necessity of Mr 
Wilton’s periodic visits to Port Stephens for which we are much indebted to your kindness. But I cannot omit 
assuring you on this occasion with how much zeal and punctuality that Gentleman has performed the duties 
allotted to him here; the benefit of which has I think been universally felt and acknowledged, I hope gratefully 
by us all.  

Will you be so kind as to let me know what official steps I should take for procuring a License for our Chapel, 
at Stroud; which is now nearly covered in and will, I think, be ready to open in about two or three months time. 
It would also afford us great satisfaction if you can give us any hope of being able to pay us a short visit about 
that time. I have been obliged to make use of Lady Parry’s hand to make this communication to you, having 
been confined to [end of page]  

to my bed nearly a week by a severe and painful attack of lumbago, which still renders me unable to put a foot 
to the ground. Pray present our united kindest regards to Mrs Broughton and believe me, My dear Sir Yours 
very sincerely (Signed) W. E. Parry.  

To The Revd. C. P.N. Wilton. M. A. Chaplain Newcastle Port Stephens 29th July 1833 My dear Sir  

I received your note through Mr Croasdill relative to the Subscription for the Sufferers in the Hibernia and will 
do what I can to collect something for them, but our people have lately contributed so largely to various 
charities that I can only ask the Officers to subscribe on this occasion. I have just informed the Archdeacon, 
and now hasten to communicate to you, my intention to appoint the Revd. Chas. Price Chaplain to the 
Company being anxious, before my departure for England to secure [end of page]  

secure the services of a Resident Minister on the Company’s Estate. The principal services will continue to be 
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conducted according to the Forms of the Established Church; and Mr Price is now returning to Sydney to fetch 
Mrs Price back in the Lambton. I need scarcely assure you that I have availed myself of this opportunity of 
acquainting the Archdeacon with the zeal and punctuality with which you have performed the ministerial duties 
allotted to you at Port Stephens, and the benefit we have derived from your services; and I now beg to offer 
you, in the name of the little flock here, our cordial acknowledgements of your kind attentions. I am obliged to 
make use of Lady Parry’s hand to write to you, having been confined to bed for several days by a severe 
attack of lumbago, occasioned as she says by my swimming over two Creeks on the day I left Newcastle. I 
cannot yet stand without much pain, but am rather on the mend. I will send you the [end of page]  

Memoranda you require as soon as I can get about. Pray offer our united kind remembrances to Mrs Wilton, 
and believe me My dear Sir Yours very faithfully (Signed) W. E. Parry  

On the 7th of August by the same conveyance which brought Mr and Mrs Price to take up their abode at Port 
Stephens I received the two following communications from the Archdeacon. The commencement of the first 
of these Letters is entirely of a private nature, and therefore is not inserted here.  

Sydney 15th July 1833.  

The [progress?] of your Chapel gives me unfeigned pleasure; and I should be sorry to leave the Colony even 
temporarily without paying you a visit whenever the time for opening it as a place of public worship may arrive. 
The question as to the appointment of a Minister is one of exceeding [end of page]  

delicacy and difficulty. If an ordained clergyman of the Established Church were to be obtained there would be 
no difficulty because I am certain we should have no hesitation as to the propriety of placing the charge in his 
hands. But we have to consider the question in this shape: What is to be done under the acknowledged and 
apparently insurmountable want of such a person? I own that my anxiety for the preservation of Christian truth 
in the world, makes me very jealous of any departure from that system of Church Government which I believe 
the Apostles sanctioned; and which, under the guidance of infallible Wisdom, they would not have sanctioned 
or practiced unless it had been most favorable for guarding and securing in integrity and purity those truths 
which they were commissioned to deliver to mankind. It is this consideration which makes me so earnest to 
maintain the system of the Church of England; and I find [end of page]  

find a sufficient justification of that earnestness when I look around, and observe throughout the world what a 
tendency and proneness there is in Independent Congregations to degenerate into Unitarianism. The number 
of instances to that effect among Churches or Congregations upon the Presbyterian or and Independent 
model is so very great, that I am almost led to fear the transition is nearly inevitable; and although Creeds, 
Articles, Forms of Prayer and Church Government do not constitute religion, yet I am inclined to think that for 
the defence of religious truth they are invaluable auxiliaries; and that much of the decay of religion which we 
have to complain of may be attributed to the indifference which has sprung up among us as to the right 
constitution of the Church, and the mode of ministerial call and ordination. You, I am certain, would not for 
worlds lay the foundation of a system which may in its operation introduce among [end of page]  

among the people for whose maintenance in the faith you are labouring, a perverted mode of belief which in 
fact is not the Gospel. And yet, if you will look at the effect of such a system at Geneva, throughout Protestant 
Germany, in England itself, and above all in America, you will see abundant occasion for thinking that my 
fears of Unitarianism covertly creeping in are not groundless.  You will not suspect me, I am sure, of 
insinuating any charge of holding such tenets against the, I believe, very respectable individual whom you 
propose to engage: on the contrary I have no doubt he holds them in aversion. My reference is only to the 
system with which he is connected, and which I do apprehend, has not the strength to prevent the gradual 
introduction of principles opposed to the orthodox faith; that is opposed to the Scriptures. On the other hand, 
What is to be done? If you do not entrust the charge to Mr Price to whom can you [end of page]  

confide it? I am not acquainted with any suitable person here, nor have we the power to hold out the 
expectation of a maintenance to a Clergyman who might sought for in England, and be disposed to devote 
himself to this service. It is impossible to remedy the irregularity, according to my views of Mr Price’s 
ordination to the Ministry, and I am very opportunely sending you back by this conveyance a work which I 
borrowed when at Port Stephens, and which will furnish you with occasion for serious reflection upon this 
point. In the 1st Vol. p.280 you will find the celebrated Letters addressed to Bishop Hoadley by William Law, 
the Author of A serious Call to a Devout and Holy Life, with which I have no doubt you are well acquainted. 
Before you finally decide pray read these letters with attention. I know how your time is occupied by a 
multiplicity of engagements, but I wish you could spare a little portion [end of page]  

of it to weigh these arguments which I think have have been satisfactorily answered. I dare say Mr Price has 
never read these Letters and yet I think he ought to have done so before he made up his mind that 
Independency was a Scriptural system. I assure you however that if he be willing to conform to the Ritual of 
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the Church, and to teach no doctrines adverse to it, I will advance as far as I can to give him the right hand of 
fellowship and to forward your views without surrendering my own faith and principles. With our united best 
regards and remembrance to Lady Parry and very sincere wishes that [indecipherable] every source of anxiety 
regarding your children may be removed Believe me to remain My dear Sir Edward Ever very truly yours To 
Sir Edw. Parry} W. G. Broughton [end of page]  

To Sir Edwd. Parry Sydney 6th August 1833  

My dear Sir Edward  

The letter which I wrote to you about three weeks ago, intending it should go back by the Lambton was too 
late for that opportunity; and will therefore accompany the present which is in reply to yours received by the 
hand of Mr Price. My former letter explained , though somewhat hastily, the view which I took of the question 
of his engagement; and upon reading it you will not be surprised at the sorrow which I experienced upon 
hearing that it had been concluded with a reservation that he may introduce a new form of baptism. Indeed My 
dear Sir Edward I become everyday more and more sensible that these things are not to be trifled with. The 
view which the Church of England takes of the nature of Baptism, and the Service appointed for its 
administration are both, in my opinion, defensible upon the clearest warrant of Scripture; and the piety of those 
men who assented to that view and composed the Service in accordance [end of page]  

with it, is entitled to too much respect in my eyes to allow me to become a party to the substitution of a 
different exposition of the Sacrament; if indeed according to the Independents way of thinking, Baptism be a 
Sacrament at all. Having myself declared my unfeigned assent and consent to all things contained in the Book 
of Common Prayer I cannot consistently with that declaration, or with the opinions which I sincerely hold, give 
way to such an innovation; which lies, you may be assured at the root of many others. By the working of this 
little leaven the whole lump will be gradually changed. Believe me that I do not make these observations with 
any personal reference to Mr Price, but they apply only to the system with which he is connected. He, of 
course, acting upon that system, would concede to me no authority over him, nor right to interfere with his 
doctrines or conduct: and therefore I think it will be better in every respect that I should not take any [end of 
page]  

part in the opening or management of the Chapel, since it might appear to be lending my sanction to an 
arrangement in which I cannot conscientiously concur. At the same time be assured that in all your attempts 
for the welfare and improvement of the people under you, so far as they are agreeable to the word of truth, 
you have my earnest prayers. I beg you will remember us both most kindly to Lady Parry, and believe me that 
I am My dear Sir Edward Very sincerely yours (Signed) W. G. Broughton.  

Whatever ground there may be, and I know that in the present day there is much - for the apprehensions so 
strongly entertained and so well expressed by the Archdeacon, it may be sufficient to say that in the present 
cases instance there was no reason to fear the introduction of any such system as he justly deprecates. We 
can truly bear witness, after eight [end of page]  

months experience of Mr Price’s ministry that when he came to us declaring the testimony of God, he 
determined not to know anything among us save Jesus Christ, and Him Crucified. Mr Price being now settled 
at Port Stephens, an arrangement was immediately adopted for the performance of Divine Service at the 
several Settlements in turn on [word illegible] Sabbaths, and for the administration of the Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper once every two months at each station. Several children, among others one an infant of my 
own were baptized by Mr Price. The Families, the Schools, the Prisoners in their huts, the Sick in the Hospital 
were regularly visited by him; the two former by Mrs Price also, and there can be no hesitation in saying that 
every pious and well-disposed person on the Company’s Estate has received comfort encouragement and 
assistance from Mr Price’s Ministry. These arrangements had been in force for more than four months, when, 
to my surprise, I received the following [end of page]  

following intimations from the Revd. Mr Wilton on the 10th of December 1833.  

To Sir Edward Parry Parsonage Newcastle  

5th Decr. 1833.  

My dear Sir After all it seems I shall have the pleasure of another visit to Port Stephens as will appear from a 
Letter addressed to me by the Archdeacon which I will copy. As I am to be with you for Sunday Decr. 29th will 
you have the kindness to allow a horse to meet me (as in former days) at Graham’s on Friday the 27th, 
whither I would come on that day by the Steamer. The following is my Instructions from Government  

Sydney. 2d December 1833  Reverend Sir  An application having been addressed to me by Captain Moffat 
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of Port Stephens, expressive of his wish that you should visit that Settlement for [end of page]  

for the purpose of baptizing his infant child, together with those of Lieut: Caswell, Mr Ebsworth, & Mr Stubbs I 
beg to appoint Sunday 29th inst. For your atten dance at Port Stephens, when in addition to baptizing the 
above and any other infants who may be presented, you will perform Divine Service, in case you should be 
able to obtain the use of a suitable room. The charge of~guineas you will include on your Abstract of the 
Month; and I will recommend its sanction to the Government  

I remain  (Signed) W.G.B.  

May I therefore beg the use of a suitable room for the 29th. Should you fix for me my old place of worship, if it 
be your wish I will administer the Holy Sacrament to as many as may be desirous of receiving that Holy 
Ordinance. You of course have heard of the awfully sudden death of the eldest son ofSteel. Oh! That it might 
be a [end of page]  

a warning to others now in the enjoyment of health and vigour, but who, I fear, think too little of their mortality. 
Such a death is calculated, if anything can be, to come home to the feelings of the young and strong. We beg 
our best remembrance to Lady Parry and believe me My dear Sir -- -- -- (Signed) C. Pleydell. N. Wilton.  

In perusal of this communication occasioned me no less pain than surprise. It was obvious that any application 
for a visit of a Clergyman to an Estate of which I was virtually the Proprietor, should in common courtesy have 
been made through me, and most gladly would I have made the application had I been requested to do so. It 
was certainly, therefore, not agreeable to my feelings that the only use made & the only notice taken of me in 
this business was a request that I would furnish horses (including the use of boats at two stations) to carry into 
effect an arrangement on which I had [end of page]  

had never been consulted. But the most uncomfortable part of the business was that the Archdeacon’s 
Instructions relating to the performance of Divine Service, could not be possibly carried into effect without a 
direct and palpable interference with my own arrangements for the same purpose with which I had made him 
acquainted. Whether my judgment were right or wrong in the appointment of Mr Price and in the Regulations I 
had adopted for the performance of his duties, there could be no question that I had a right to make any such 
arrangement. It so happened that on the Sunday fixed by the Archdeacon it was Mr Price’s regular turn for 
performing the duties at Carrington so that we had now the painful prospect of his conducting the service and 
preaching in our usual place of worship, in the ordinary course; while Mr Wilton was to conduct the same 
service and to preach in another building a few yards from the spot. – and all this without any enquiry being 
[end of page]  

being made, or the smallest concern being felt whether such arrangement was agreeable to me or not. I 
therefore addressed to Mr Wilton the following letter in reply to his communication, accompanying it by a 
private note assuring him that in what I said nothing could be intended towards himself personally: my only 
object being to maintain a principle which I believed to be correct in opposition to one which I believed to be 
totally wrong.  

Rev. C. P. N. Wilton MA.  Port Stephens 10th Dec.1833  Newcastle  

Sir I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 5th inst. acquainting me that the 
Archdeacon has instructed you to visit this Settlement on Sunday 29th inst. for the purpose of baptizing the 
children of some of the Residents here, in consequence of an application made to him to that effect—and also 
to perform [end of page]  

perform Divine Service in case you should be able to obtain the use of a suitable room. In reply I beg to 
acquaint you that I will take care to send horses for you to Graham’s on the Friday preceding, according to 
your request. The Baptism of the Infants mentioned, and of any others who may be presented, can be 
performed at any time and place most convenient to yourself and the respective parties. With respect to the 
usual service of the Sabbath, I have no doubt that Mr Price the Company’s Chaplain will be happy to avail 
himself of your assistance, I shall therefore communicate to him your intended visit and leave it to yourselves 
to settle this matter on your arrival. I need scarcely say that any arrangement you may mutually make will be 
quite agreeable to me. Should this not meet your wishes, our usual place of worship shall be open to you 
between the times of our appointed services, or the School-Room at any other hour you may wish. In [end of 
page]  

In regard to the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, Sunday the 29th inst. does not happen to be one of the days 
appointed for its administration at Carrington. Having thus endeavoured to make such arrangements as may 
afford you every facility in my power, I cannot help remarking upon the want of courtesy towards myself which 
appears to be in the Archdeacon’s Instructions to you on this occasion. I cannot consider it right that the 
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Archdeacon should have ordered you to make a visit of this nature to a private Estate of which I am the virtual 
proprietor, without having first consulted me as to the arrangements requisite for this purpose or even 
acquainting me with his intention. I feel especial pain in perusing that part of the Instructions which relates to 
your performance of Divine Service, because the Archdeacon is aware that provision is already made for the 
due and regular performance of public worship at this Settlement, and therefore, that you cannot fulfil [end of 
page] 

fulfil this part of his Instructions without a probability at least of direct interference with my arrangements. I trust 
that I have ever been desirous of doing my utmost to promote the spiritual welfare of the people under my 
control, as well as to facilitate the visits of those Ministers of Christ who have from time to time been permitted 
to come among us. But it could scarcely be deemed inconsistent with Christian Charity, if I were to protest 
against Instructions so arbitrary as those under which you are now about to act; the fulfilment of which without 
my consent amounts to little if anything less than a trespass.* I beg to offer you my acknowledgements for 
your kindness in communicating to me the proposed arrangements of which I should otherwise have been 
ignorant, and I have the honor to remain, Sir -- -- -- (Signed) W. E. Parry. Commissioner for the A. A. Comp.  

* This expression had been better omitted, and I regret that I made use of it. W. E. P. [end of page]  

On the 18th of December I removed my family to Stroud, and on the following Sunday (the 22nd) we were 
present at the opening of the Chapel at that place, I now received Mr Wilton’s Reply to the foregoing 
communications; in which he declined taking any part in the performance of Divine Service with Mr Price; but 
accepted my offer of the School-room for that purpose. It will perhaps not be wondered at that when I received 
from Mr Wilton the first intimation of the Archdeacon’s Orders to him my impression was that I ought not to 
suffer Mr Price to be driven away, as it were, from the ordinary and appointed course of his duties at 
Carrington by this new, and (as related to myself) unauthorized arrangement. But a few days further 
consideration served to convince Lady Parry and myself and Mr Price that, with whatever disregard to our 
feelings this arrangement had been made, it was our duty to obviate by all the means in our power the 
mischief it was calculated to produce. Under this impression I consented to a deviation from the usual routine 
of Mr Price’s duties, as will be best explained by the [end of page]  

following communication which met Mr Wilton on his arrival at Carrington, accompanied as on the former 
occasion by a friendly private note.  

To The Revd. C. P. N. Wilton MA Port Stephens 24th Decr. 1833  

Sir I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 15th inst. in which you decline taking a part in 
the performance of Divine Service at Carrington on Sunday next in conjunction with Mr Price, the Company’s 
Chaplain, but express your wish to make use of the Company’s School-room for that purpose. On further 
consideration of the mischievous disunion likely to arise in a small community like this, from your fulfillment of 
that part of your Instructions while at the same time the appointed Minister is conducting Public Worship in a 
neighbouring Building I am of the opinion that the cause of Religion will be better served and the mischief in 
part avoided by Mr [end of page]  

Mr Price taking the Sabbath Duties at Stroud on that day. Under this impression I have requested Mr Price to 
do so, and you are therefore at liberty to perform Divine Service in the usual place of Worship at Carrington. I 
have directed Mr White in my absence to attend to your wishes, and, to give you every accommodation you 
may require. In thus sacrificing to a sense of Christian Duty all personal feelings occasioned by this 
discourtesy practiced towards myself, I request you will be so good as to intimate to the Authorities under 
whom you act that I cannot in future permit any arrangement to be made for the performance of Divine Service 
on this Estate without my previous consent. I have the honor to be, Sir, (Signed) W. E. Parry Commissioner for 
the A.A. Compy.  

The foregoing statement comprises a complete account of all the circumstances which could have given rise 
to the report alluded to; namely that I objected [end of page]  

objected to the visit of a Clergyman of the Church of England to the Estate under my control. My friends will 
thus be enabled to judge for themselves how far this report is borne out by the facts as they have now been 
related.  

(Signed) W. E. Parry  

Sydney New South Wales 9h May 1834.  

Canterbury. November 26th 1834  
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My dear Sir Edward I now return the Ms. Statement with many thanks for your kind attention in forwarding it to 
me. Various interruptions have prevented my reading it so immediately as I could have wished and I have 
retained it a few days longer for the purpose of having a Copy taken (to which I trust you will not object) not 
having previously retained one even of my own Letters. – It is impossible for me to enter upon the subject of 
the affairs of religion at Port Stephens without renewing my thanks to Lady Parry and yourself for the anxiety 
which from the instant of your arrival there you manifested upon this all-important concern; and I shall always 
gratefully acknowledge the benefit which that part of my charge derived from your personal exertions among 
them, in regularly conducting the ordinances of [end of page]  

public worship, in instituting Schools, in distributing the Scriptures and Books of Common Prayer, and in 
promoting generally a regard for religion among those who, but for you, must have been unavoidably 
deprived, to a very real extent, of these benefits. If I could with any propriety have referred to particular 
examples in my last Charge to the Clergy, I should very gladly, as I could conscientiously, have pointed to 
your Settlement as an instance of the regard which I wished to inculcate on the part of all proprietors for the 
religious instruction of the people under them. --- It would be of no service to go again through the series of 
transactions connected with your appointment of Mr Price, nor to repeat my objections to it, and the 
foreboding of mischief which I still, and even more strongly than before, anticipated as its ultimate 
consequence.   

At the time I could not help regretting that my Letter of 15th July 1833 had not reached you before your final 
determination was taken; but I think it is now plain that excepting so far as it might be contingent on the 
personal impression which Mr Price might make on visiting you, it was concluded even before I wrote: and as 
you admit that whatever objection might be made by some to his deviation from the services, and in some 
respects from the doctrines of the Church, upon the subject of Baptism, this did not in your opinion constitute a 
valid objection to your engaging him, I can hardly expect that my scruples upon a less immediately vital point, 
if they had ever reached you in time, would have been suffered to influence your determination. Upon the 
main point , however, at present brought under consideration namely the idea which had been entertained 
[end of page]  

at Sydney that you had lately objected to the visit of a clergyman of the Established Church to the Estate of 
the Australian Agricultural Company at Port Stephens I must acknowledge that after reading and weighing all 
that you have said, I can come to no other conclusion that you did object to the single visit which was paid, 
and to all others which might be contemplated would have objected, except upon terms which it was 
impossible for the clergy, or for myself who had the direction of them, to recognize or comply with. I beg to 
refer to the entire purport of your Letters to Mr Wilton of the 10th & 24th December 1833, and especially to the 
following passage in the last of them. –I request you will intimate to the Authorities under which you act that I 
cannot in future permit any arrangement to be made for the performance of Divine Service on this Estate 
without my previous consent   

This assumption of a right to interdict at your own discretion the ministrations of the clergy when undertaken 
by when done my authority at the desire and for the benefit of those free persons on the Estate who were 
conscientiously attached to them, did and does appear to me so insupportable that I cannot venture to 
express my feelings with regard to it otherwise than by saying that if it could be maintained and enforced, I 
would never consent to set my foot in that Colony again. It is the farthest thing possible from my disposition or 
design [end of page]  

To enter into a contest of harsh words, but indeed I cannot conceal my opinion that such an exercise of power 
within the limits of the Company’s Estate would be more open to the charge of being arbitrary than any 
proceeding on my part to which you have applied that term. To come however nearer to the question. I should 
be guilty of injustice if after reading the declaration contained in your last letter to me (12th inst.) I thought or 
spoke of your adherence to the Church of England as doubtful, but at the period which your Statement 
embraces, I know that your reception of the Sacraments at the hands of a Dissenting Minister, to make way for 
whom you had dispensed with the attendance of the clergyman, and above all perhaps your withdrawing your 
infant child from the bosom of the Church in Baptism did appear to most persons irreconcilable with a 
continued attachment to it. At all events those individuals on the Estate who were not satisfied to follow your 
example, but made it a matter of conscience not to comply with what according to their principles was at least 
an irregularity but had no resource but to apply for a special attendance by the Chaplain of whose visits at 
regular periods they had been deprived by your arrangements. To their so doing you, if I rightly collect your 
meaning, [end of page]  

would not have objected; but you required and expected that the application should have been made through 
you. It is not for me to determine what course it became those who made application, to take consistently with 
the maintenance of their proper independence; but certainly in replying to them I would not, by any act of 
mine, appear even for an instant to imply that they were not at liberty to receive, except with your consent, the 
visits of a clergyman of their own communion.   
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You allude I perceive , to the Settlement’s being under your control; and that it was and ought to be so I am for 
from meaning to dispute: But I could not consider the gentlemen who addressed me as being under you in any 
sense which would deprive them of liberty to make such arrangements as they pleased for the religious 
instruction of their families. Captain Moffat, at least, must be considered as exempt from your control; 
otherwise I believe he could not legally have exercised the functions of magistrate over any of the assigned 
servants of the Company. With respect to myself it appears to have been your impression that I was bound to 
consult you [end of page]  

as to the arrangements requisite for the performance of Divine Service on the Company’s Grant; and to 
acquaint you with my intention. I beg you will believe I am under a very earnest feeling of anxiety not to say 
anything which can offend your feelings; but my settled persuasion is that I was under no such obligation in 
point of right; and that like other points of courtesy my decision as to giving or not giving notice to you, was to 
be wholly regulated according to existing circumstances.   

With regard to my authority to act, I beg to remind you that the Patent under which I hold my Office from the 
King begins by setting forth that Whereas the Doctrine and Discipline of the Church of England and Ireland are 
professed and observed by a considerable number of people of Our loving subjects resident in Our Colony of 
New South Wales ---: and whereas it is expedient to make provision for the due Regulation and Order of 
persons duly ordained to officiate as Ministers of the United Church of England and Ireland within the said 
Colony or Settlement; We have determined to constitute within the same One Archdeaconry etc.- The express 
[end of page]  

object and intention with which the Archdeaconry has been constituted, you will observe, is duly to regulate 
the services of ordained Ministers of the Church of England for the benefit of those among the inhabitants in 
all parts of the Colony, by whom the Doctrines and Discipline of that Church may be professed and observed. 
The Instructions from the Secretary of State to the Governor contain the same view of my duties; and the 
Warrant of every Government Chaplain provides expressly that he is to officiate where I may think fit to direct.   

I should therefore have held myself guilty of neglect of duty, and responsibility for the same, if, knowing that 
any of His Majesty’s Subjects in any part of the Colony were desirous of profiting by the services of a person 
duly ordained to officiate as a Minister of the Church of England, I had not taken such measures as I could 
with the resources at my command to gratify their very laudable disposition. As to my authority therefore to act 
as I did, there cannot, I think, be any room for doubt. But [end of page]  

But if, as a matter of courtesy, it were required that I should consult you or apprize you of my intentions that 
must depend upon circumstances altogether; and license must be given me for the exercise of very ample 
discretion. So long as you yourself continued in stedfast communion with the Church, and were with your 
family to profit by its ordinances, and therefore interested in the proceedings of its Ministers, I think you will 
admit that I took no step affecting the Company’s Estate without consulting you. But was I under an obligation 
so to do under the totally altered state of things which had arisen? You must excuse me if I maintain the 
negative.   

Your claim of a right to be consulted respecting the attendance of a clergyman implies necessarily a right to 
prohibit his coming if you should think fit. This is a right which no one of the King’s subjects could exercise in 
opposition to me in any part of the Colony. Could I concede it to you in relation to services in which you would 
take no part, and had therefore no personal concern? Could I concede it to the Commissioner of the Company 
ex officio, when for any thing I could know to [end of page]  

the contrary, the succeeding Commissioner might be a Papist or an Infidel? And could I be justified in 
establishing a precedent under which a person so disposed might deprive the members of the Church of 
England upon the Estate of all participation in the Rites and Sacraments of their religion? But before 
proceeding further let me exempt myself from any share in the application which was made to you to provide 
the means of transit for the clergyman whom I sent to visit the Settlement. It is gratifying to me that Mr Wilton 
sent you a copy of my Letter; as that will plainly shew that the act was not of my suggestion. I was never more 
surprised than to find that he had so expressed himself, nor could I have conceived that it was necessary for 
me to caution him against applying for leave to occupy a room from which he had been ejected to make way 
for a Dissenting Minister. My intention and expectation was that the charity of those in whose service he was 
coming should provide him with such accommodations [end of page]  

as they could for the exercise of his ministry among them. But I have little to say upon this point, as I know well 
his intention was to do what was right; and his subsequent conduct meets with my perfect approbation. But 
setting aside the degree of dissatisfaction which I am sensible you might with great reason have felt upon the 
grounds of his applying to you, I can make no further abatement from the perfect regularity of the whole 
proceeding; and least of all upon the ground of your being the virtual proprietor of the Estate. I admit the claim 
in full. But grant that you had been even the actual proprietor. Can you call to mind no instances in this country 
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of individuals being the proprietors of entire parishes; of every soul in those parishes being in their pay and 
employ; and of the benefice itself being in their patronage? But if any members of an Independent Connexion 
resident within those limits were to require the services of a minister of their own persuasion to be on a 
particular occasion exercised [end of page]  

exercised within that parish, would any law, or feeling of courtesy oblige them, or could they with a just regard 
for the liberty of conscience be required obliged to go first to go first and ask consent of the proprietor landlord 
and patron, being of a different persuasion from their own, and to pass their application and to receive the 
reply through his hands before they could obtain the object of their wishes?   

The experience of every one, I am sure, will supply many instances in which the state of circumstances which 
I have supposed does actually exist; and in no such instance did I ever hear of the consent of the proprietor 
being asked for or thought necessary. I will therefore, with your permission and for the sake of putting the 
question in a clearer light, ask only, Upon what ground I was to admit your profession of a privilege and of a 
degree of discretion and authority in the concerns of religion upon your [end of page]  

Estate, which I never heard of a proprietor in England ever claiming; and when your arrangements had so 
reversed situations as to reduce the clergyman of the Established Church to the condition of the dissenter, 
and vice versa, ought not the former to enjoy a freedom which, if he had been really a dissenter in England, 
would not have been withheld from him? Further than this I will only observe that if you had addressed 
yourself to me in New South Wales at the time of these occurrences, I would very readily have stated to you 
what I have now, in explanation of my proceedings. But though the Letters which you addressed to Mr Wilton 
were by him communicated to me, I did not think myself called to notice a correspondence in which without my 
direction and as appeared to me very unnecessarily he had engaged himself. I have endeavoured [end of 
page]  

at this distance from the scene, and in the absence of all topics of irritation, to review the matter very calmly 
and impartially. And having done so, I assure you it is not in my power to discover how I could with due regard 
to my own rights and the rights of others, have acted differently. Nay, were the matter to happen over again, I 
am nearly certain that, acting I hope neither blindly nor obstinately, I should still take the same course as 
before.  

The state of political relations has brought my proceedings at the Colonial Office to an abrupt termination for 
the present, and therefore it would answer very little purpose to give you outline of the proposals which I 
submitted to the late Secretary, even if I had not already trespassed so largely on your time and patience. I will 
however communicate with you the moment anything is going on, and shall most readily avail myself of your 
kindly offered aid. [end of page]  

Present, I beg, our kind regards to Lady Parry; and hoping that you have quite recovered from your 
indisposition I remain, My dear Sir Edward  Yours very sincerely (Signed) W: G: Broughton  

To Captain Sir Edw. Parry R. N.  


